
     We have entered the final nine weeks of the 2016-2017 school 
year.  In April, our students will participate in the TN Ready state tests 
and end of the year Aimsweb benchmark testing. The TN Ready test 
will be administered to students in grades 3-8 beginning April 18th, 
with the writing assessment. English Language Arts, Math, Science, 
and Social Studies tests will be given the following week, April 24th-
28th. Second graders will take English language arts and Math tests 
during this same week. All students (grades kindergarten through 
eighth) will take the Aimsweb benchmark assessment during the 
second week of May.  
     I know that our students are prepared for these tests. As I visit 
classrooms each day, I see our children and their teachers engaged in 
quality, meaningful learning. It is not our goal as educators to prepare 
our children for a test, but to prepare them with the skills they need as 
lifelong learners and I believe that our school does just that. I believe 
the Montessori Method is successful in educating the whole child and 
am confident in the work that takes place in our classrooms every day. 
     What can you do at home to support your student(s) during 
testing? First, talk about the test at home. Students need to understand 
the importance of always doing their best at their work, whether 
completing a daily assignment or facing a state assessment. We want 
our students to approach this assessment with confidence, not 
anxiety. This is an opportunity to show how hard they have worked 
this year. Also, please make sure that students get enough sleep and 
have a healthy breakfast during testing. Finally, please make every 
effort for your students to be at school on time during testing days. I 
understand that children get sick and emergencies come up, but you 
can help by not scheduling doctor’s appointments or travel during the 
weeks of April 18th-28th and May 8th-12th. Thank you for the many 
ways you support Community Montessori School. 
 

     Hello. My name is Dalton 
McIntyre and I will be talking 
about our fun run. The fun run is 
a healthy, non-competitive 
fundraiser for our school. It is like 
a 5K, field day, pep rally, and 
concert all in one. The fun run 
will take place on April 13th. The 
name of the event will be “Totally 
Awesome” Fun Run. There will 
be a 1980s theme, and everyone 
can dress like someone from the 
80s. In addition, there will be a 
special 80s guest to lead us in a 
warm-up routine. 
     The fun run is also working 
toward helping our school be 
even better. Our school goal is to 
raise $15,000 and the student 
goal $50. We are using 
www.thegetmovincrew.com 
where parents can create a web 
page for each student. If we 
meet our school goal, top-
earning students will have the 
chance to turn Dr. Harris into a 
human ice cream sundae! 
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Before CMS 
by Nicole Castro 

 

 
The Tigrett school has a lot of 

interesting history that most of us don’t 
know about. So, I interviewed Ms. Van 
Hook because her grandmother, her mom, 
her aunt, and she all went to Tigrett! I 
asked her what her experience was like 
and she said, “I loved to be involved in pep 
rallies … and after school I would walk 
down the hill and go to my grandmother’s 
house. I would eat cookies there.” 

I asked her if she knew anything 
about the school’s history. She shared, 
“my grandfather didn’t go to school here, 
but he helped build it.” Tigrett’s mascot 
was the Thunderbolt and it’s colors were 
red and gray. Ms. Van Hook told me she 
was a cheerleader. You can see more 
details about the school’s history in the 
lobby of the school. For history’s sake: 
“Let’s go Tigrett Thunderbolts!” 

Montessori Fest by Will Rowland 
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     This year’s Montessori Fest was a smashing 
success. During this year’s Montessori Fest, our 
school raised a total of $8,000! According to Ms. 
Holly White our school had “20 vender booths, 20 
games, 3 dandy jumpers, a face painter, and a 
balloon guy! Plus we had an amazing silent auction 
with each class’ basket and donations from our 
community!” It was great to see all the volunteers, 
students, and everyone else helping out.  
    Ms. White enjoyed seeing everyone at the 
Montessori Fest. She said, “I love to see our 
community come together, and it feels more like a 
family gathering that a fundraiser!” Along with Ms. 
White, we would like to thank everyone that came 
to help. We would also like to thank the ladies and 
gentlemen who helped put the event together. 
Finally, Ms. White would like to remind everyone 
that our next Montessori Fest is going to be on 
March 3, 2018! 

Montessori Fest 
photos posted 

to CMS 
Facebook® 

page 

Montessori Fest photos posted on CMS 
Facebook® page 
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     Each Friday our entire school gathers 
in the auditorium for Community Meeting. 
I sat down with Mr. Reedy, one of the 
lower elementary teachers, to get his 
input on how to make the auditorium 
better. Mr. Reedy has a background in 
plays and does sound for his church. This 
helps because he knows a lot about what 
can improve the quality of our Friday 
Community Meetings and other events 
held in the auditorium. He shared with me 
that there are several changes that need 
to get done. 
     The auditorium is huge and already 
pretty nice, but there are some 
improvements to be made to make it even 
better. It would be good to have the walls 
painted and new curtains on the stage. 
Replacing the old and broken chairs 
would be beneficial. However, improving 
the sound system may be the most 
important.  
     Would you like to help? Visit the link 
below: 

TN Ready Approaches! by Aden Hammond 
 

     The TN READY test will be given in two parts this year. 
The first part will take place on Tuesday, April 18th, with 3rd 
through 8th grades doing the writing portion. Then, the second 
part will take place on Monday, April 24th through Friday, April 
28th. For that portion, 2nd-8th grades will be tested on 
English/Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies (2nd 
grade will only be tested on ELA and Math). 
 
     What do parents and students need to know?  
 
     Don’t worry, students have been 
preparing for this test through the whole 
year. Be sure to eat well and do your 
best, of course. Another helpful thing is 
to get a good night’s rest. There will be 
no interruptions while students are in the 
middle of testing. Feel free to ask 
questions of your teacher if 
you need more information. I 
hope this article encourages 
parents and students – Good 
luck! 

 There are three interventionists at CMS: Ms. Kee, Ms. 
Arnold, and Ms. Melton. Ms. Kee focuses on testing, Ms. Arnold 
focuses on math, and Ms. Melton focuses on reading, but they 
all do things to help students at CMS. 
 I interviewed Ms. Melton. She has been tutoring for 6 
years. She said that every child is different. When you are 
tutoring, you have to be prepared and concentrate on what each 
student needs. She shared that young readers need help 
learning sounds and letters and words and that later on students 
may need help to put words into sentences and understand 
what they are reading. She enjoys tutoring and loves to teach 
students. 

CMS Interventionists by Isaiah Stone 
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CMS thanks Clayton-
Little Attorneys for 
sponsoring the 
newsletter printing!  

 

And thanks all of our 
PIE Partners for their support: Regions 

Bank, Leader’s Credit Union, Clayton-Little 
Attorneys, Durobag, Tim Ferguson 
Plumbing, Hub City Blueprint, and  

Donnell Century Farms. 

CMS Tutors Ms. Kee, Ms. Arnold, and Ms. Melton 

CMS Auditorium 
by Emily McGuire 

https://m.facebook.com/tigrettcom
munitytheater.donate/ 

Good Luck! 
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The April CMS Newsletter Committee would like to thank our contributors, including the parents who posted 
Montessori Fest photos online. If you would 
like to help with an upcoming edition of the 
newsletter, please contact Inge Poole at 
timandinge@att.net. 

April 2017 
 

       4th   Spring Picture orders due  21st  Jogathon donations due 
 

13th Totally Awesome Jogathon 24-28th    TN Ready assessment 
           (2nd-8th) 

14th  Good Friday, no school   
       28th  CMS PTO Jackson Generals  
18th Writing assessment (3rd-8th)   Night at the Ballpark! 

  
 

Anticipating May: 18th CMS Bridging Ceremony and Final Day of School for Students 

Community Montessori School 
716 Westwood Drive 
Jackson, TN 38301 
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April CMS Newsletter Committee: (front 
row) Photographer Makenna Everette, 

Journalists Emily McGuire, Nicole Castro, 
Will Rowland, (back row) Isaiah Stone, 

and Dalton McIntyre.  
Pictured with p. 3 article: Aden Hammond 

CMS PTO Facebook® page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1392707751048802/  

CMS PTO email: communitymontessori.pto@gmail.com  


